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My favorite time of year is upon us.  Even 
when we lived in Northern Michigan, my 
family would come down to Detroit area to 
celebrate Thanksgiving and then roll into the 
Christmas holiday with family time.   There is a 
spirit of Christmas in the air and it just seems 
that everyone is a little bit nicer this time of 
year.

Congratulations to the Women of Faith and our 
very own Ray and Lori Coughlin for the 
tremendous success on the Baby Bottle Drive.  
Both Gianna House and Abigale Ministries will 
both receive over $4,800 to continue their work 
with pregnant mothers and the support of the 
unborn child.

Thanks also, to you brothers, for supporting the 
MCREST program.  A significant amount of 
food was acquired and prepared by St John the 
Apostle team.   And our Council did its part in 
delivering the food and on some days, serving 
the food to homeless women and children.  
What a noble cause, aligned with the Holiday 
season. 

Looking forward to the Council’s Christmas 
Meat sales in December raising money for the 
general fund.  Worthy PGK Jerry Hund and 
team could use some help.  If you can’t assist 
with sales, please buy some of these delicious 
product(s). Look for Rosary Bracelets as well !

The Knights are assisting the Men’s Group with 
the “Cookies with Santa” program on Dec 10th .  
Last month’s K of C children’s programs had 
awesome turn out’s.  We’re expecting nothing 
less for this year’s program which has been 
growing in leaps and bounds over the last 5 
years.  Bring your children / grandchildren and 
enjoy the fun in a program that has a little 
Magic and emphasizes the Reason for the 
Season.

The Memorial Mass last month was well 
attended by our Council.  Several family 
members of those wonderful Knights we lost 
last year came out to celebrate their lives.  The 
K of C Color Guard came out in force and 
added to the wonderful Mass and Program.  
However, the Knights we lost did a great job 
for our Council and will be missed.  Step up 
gentlemen, there are big shoes to fill.

For those of you that participated in the Rescue 
Project, we’ve learned a lot in a short period of 
time.  Now it’s our turn to pass on that 
knowledge and continue our efforts to further 
evangelize and spread the good news.  Thanks 
goes out to the Journeymen and Deacon Marc 
for putting on the program.

If you’re looking to get into the Christmas 
mood, nothing sets that off like putting up 
Christmas lights and decorations.  See Ken 
Krause on Dec 1st to assist decorating the 
church grounds.

On a personal note, my wife Andrea and I 
would like to wish each of you  a wonderful 
Christmas Season.  And, may the birth of Jesus 
bestow his grace upon you and your families !

God Bless Our Council and God Bless the 
Knights of Columbus

VIVAT JESUS !

Vince Ursini

Grand Knight
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• JUST ONE TIME - Throughout history it is 
evident that no one person can do everything all 
the time. However, one person can make a 
resounding difference at any one time. 

• The success of any organization is based on the 
collective ability of its members who support 
each other at different times. When you can be at 
a function, just one time, and I can’t, you make 
a difference. 

• When you can carry the jug during the MI drive, 
just one time, and I can’t, you make a 
difference in charity for so many people. 

• When you show up for the road clean-up, just 
one time, and I can’t, you make a difference in 
adding to the beauty and well-being of our 
community. When you help in any capacity, at 
the pancake breakfast or fish fry, just one time, 
and I can’t, you make a difference in promoting 
charity in our community. When you attend a 
meeting and have a kind word or suggestion for 
another brother, just one time, and I can’t, you 
make a difference in the fraternity and unity of 
our council. When you see a huge warm, happy 
smile on a child after you give them a coat, just 
one time, and I can’t, you make a charitable 
difference in their young lives that lasts forever. 

• When you fill one of the positions on the degree 
team, just one time, and I can’t, you make a 
difference in supporting our council’s unity. 
When you recruit a new member to our council, 
just one time, and I can’t, you make a difference 
in the unity and longevity of our council and 
create long-lasting friendships. When you 
supervise a game or pass out candy at a Trunk or 
Treat function, just one time, and I can’t, you 
make a difference by providing a unique and 
fun experience to so many kids in our 
community. When you support the MCREST 
program at our neighboring church, just one 
time, and I can’t, you make a difference in 
charity in our community by providing your time 
to many homeless people

• When you help collect donations for the annual 
baby bottle drive, just one time, and I can’t, you 
make an incredible difference to so many young 
struggling mothers. When you volunteer to help 
at the ice cream social, just one time, and I can’t, 
you make a difference by putting a little 
sweetness into someone’s day. When you attend 
our corporate communion mass, just one time, 
and I can’t, you make a difference in showing 
support for our church and our council. On any 
given day, working together, collectively, we can 
do many things that support our church, 
community, council, and each other. Together 
we can make a difference, only because each one 
of us can make a difference JUST ONE TIME. 

• BE THE DIFFERNCE “JUST ONE TIME” 

24 hours a year to change lives

March 16, 2024
4:00 p.m. Mass
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• O Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy, at 
this most critical time, we entrust the United States of 
America to your loving care. 

• Most Holy Mother, we beg you to reclaim this land 
for the glory of your Son. Overwhelmed with the 
burden of the sins of our nation, we cry to you from 
the depths of our hearts and seek refuge in your 
motherly protection. 

• Look down with mercy upon us and touch the hearts 
of our people. Open our minds to the great worth of 
human life and to the responsibilities that accompany 
human freedom. 

• Free us from the falsehoods that lead to the evil of 
abortion and threaten the sanctity of family life. Grant 
our country the wisdom to proclaim that God’s law is 
the foundation on which this nation was founded, and 
that He alone is the True Source of our cherished 
rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

• O Merciful Mother, give us the courage to reject the 
culture of death and the strength to build a new 
Culture of Life. AMEN

• Cross Catholic Outreach Program - $250

• Knight of the Month - Tom and Clara Loria
• Family of the Month - Guy Infante

• 1,  Believe in one God 

• 2. The Father Almighty 

• 3. Creator of Heaven and Earth 

• 4. And in Jesus Christ 

• 5. His only Son, Our Lord 

• 6. Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

• 7. Born of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• 8. Suffered under Pontus Pilate

• 9. Was Crucified 

• 10. Died 

• 11. And was buried 

• 12. He descended into Hell 

• 13. And on the third day He rose again 

• 14. He ascended into Heaven 

• 15. And is seated at the right hand of the Father 

• 16. From where He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead 

• 17. I believe in the Holy Spirit 

• 18. The Holy Catholic Church 

• 19. The communion of Saints 

• 20. The forgiveness of sins 

• 21. The resurrection of the dead and life everlasting 
AMEN!!!!!!!
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• This Holiday Season, be nice 
to people.  You belong to 
Jesus, let’s show our love.
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Dec Life Insurance Note:

As we approach the end of the year and our 
thoughts turn to the angelic declaration of “Peace 
on Earth” and “Goodwill to Men!” We remember 
Pope Francis’ Prayer for Peace where he prays 
“Lord God of peace, hear our prayer!...Keep alive 
within us the flame of hope, so that with patience 
and perseverance we may opt for dialogue and 
reconciliation. In this way may peace triumph at 
last…” 

In our lives there is much going on: scurrying 
around buying a Christmas tree, getting it decorated; 
looking for that perfect gift for our spouse, our kids 
and maybe grandkids. There are parties and school 
Christmas shows. Seems like we’re busier than 
ever. 

But let me ask you to slow down for just a few 
minutes and consider some financial issues that 
come up at the end of the calendar year. 

• 1. Because we’re so late in the year, you may have 
met your individual or family deductible on your 
health insurance plan. Financially this may be the 
opportune time for some minor procedure to be 
scheduled; or that visit to a specialist you may have 
put off. The same is true about dental insurance and 
sometimes even for vision coverage. Check with your 
Human Resource office or your health insurance 
carrier for details.

• 2. When it comes to health insurance, do you have a 
Health Savings Account? Do you have to spend the 
money that’s in there by year end? Some plans have a 
“use it or lose it” feature. Do you have to make a 
decision about how much to contribute next year? 
These are a couple of time sensitive issues. Again, 
make sure you check with your HR office or health 
insurance carrier. 

• 3. If you have earned income for the year, will you 
contribute to a traditional IRA, Roth IRA, or 401k? 
Are you eligible to contribute more based on the 
“catch up” provision? Now is the time to start making 
plans. 

• 4. Speaking of IRAs, have you received your required 
minimum distribution for this year? If not, the 
Internal Revenue Service penalty is a hefty 50% of 
the amount you should have received! 

All of these issues come with rules and regulations, 
and each individual situation is different. I’d be 
happy to discuss them with you. 

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, let us be 
thankful for all the graces God has showered on us, 
especially the gift of his Son, our Savior! Vivat 
Jesus!

Blessed Father 
Michael J. McGivney
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December

• 01      Christmas lights decorating
11:00 a.m.

• 02-03  Christmas Meat Sales 
(after all masses)

• 09-10  Christmas Meat Sales 
(after all masses)

• 10  Cookies with Santa Program             
12:45 to 2:30 p.m. 

• 21  Christmas Meat Pick up

• 25  Merry Christmas
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Coats for Kids at Erie Elementary and Rainbow 
Elementary  (50) Coats in all Delivered



Memorial Mass at Sacred Heart Seminary
(18) Family and Council Members Paid Tribute






