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Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism Volume 27 September 2022 

The Knight’s Shield 
St. Paul of Tarsus - Knight’s of Columbus Council #11689 

A Word from  

Grand Knight Tom Gray 

Here we are at the end of another summer and 
getting ready for school. I hope everyone enjoyed 
their summer this year and this finds you happy and 
healthy!  
 
We had our ice cream social, it was well attended on 
Saturday as the weather was perfect. Mother nature 
had other plans for Sunday so we implemented plan 
B and held it in the social hall. There are photos on 
our web site and Facebook page for your viewing 
pleasure.  
 
We also had our camping trip and pot luck at Algonac 
State Park. The weather was perfect and a good time 
was had by all. We attended mass at St. Catherine's 
then had dinner and some good fellowship. There will 
be photos on the web and Facebook soon from this 
event as well.  
 
Coming up we have Corporate Communion at 9:30 
mass on Sepetember 18th. Please consider joining us 
so we can attend mass as a group.  
 
I feel compelled to write a bit about the right to life 
with all that is going on today. With the decision by 
the supreme court to rightfully put the decision on 
this issue in the states hands. We are truly living 
through a life changing time. I never thought that I 
would see this happen. Not trying to get too political, 
we really need to vote our conscience this year. Our 
state has a law on the books that outlaws abortion 
and one judge decided to put this law on hold. Laws 
are written by our elected officials on our behalf and 
to have a judge stay this law is pretty ridiculous. If the 
law is to be changed it needs to change in the legisla-
ture, not by one judge. Judges are to interpret and  

apply law, not legislate. As Catholics we believe that 
life is precious and a gift from conception to natural 
death. Scientifically we know this is true because up-
on conception there is a unique set of DNA for this 
new individual. Spiritually we know this because the 
soul of this new individual is created. This new life is 
a unique individual and precious to God. This is 
the reason that we as Catholic Christians are so 
passionate about protecting life. 

 
Vivat Jesus! 
 
Tom Gray 

The Seven Sorrows 

Of Mary 

The month of September is dedicated to the Seven Sorrows of 
Mary. Devotion to the sorrows of the Virgin Mary dates from 
the 12th century, when it made its appearance in monastic 
circles under the influence of St Anselm and St Bernard.  The 
Cistercians and then the Servites undertook to propagate it.  It 
became widespread in the 14th and especially in the 15th cen-
turies, particularly in the Rhineland and Flanders, where Con-
fraternities of the Sorrowful Mother sprang up.  It was in this 
context that the first liturgical formularies in her honor were 
composed.  A provincial council of Mainz in 1423 made use of 
these in establishing a “Feast of the Sorrows of Mary” in repa-
ration for Hussite profanations of her images. 
 
In 1494, the feast appeared in Bruges, where the Precious 
Blood of Christ was venerated; later on, it made its way into 
France.  It did not, however, become widespread in France be-
fore Benedict XIII included it in the Roman Calendar in 1727 
and assigned it to the Friday before Palm Sunday. 
 
Some Churches had previously celebrated this feast during the 
Easter season. Others, however, celebrated the Joys of the 
Blessed Virgin during the Easter season, as is still done today at 
Braga.  In some places it was entitled “Recollection of the 
Feasts and Joys of the Blessed Virgin Mary.” 
 
Excerpted from The Church Prayer, Vol. IV A.G. Martimort 
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Monthly Prayer Intention 

Intention for the abolition of the death penalty 
 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dig-
nity of the human person, may be legally abolished in 
every country. 

Quick Notes 

If you move or have a change in phone number, please 
notify Financial Secretary, George Sakorafos at  
586-610-3576. 
 
Please visit our sick and shut-in Brothers.  If you are un-
able to visit, please send a card with a note.  It will be 
very much appreciated. 

Brothers: 
One of the methods we use to communicate various 
events for the Knights is an e-mail list.  As coordinator 
for the list, I want to ask any of you that haven’t been 
receiving these messages to send me an e-mail from 
your home account.  This will give me the correct and 
current e-mail for you, and I will keep you on the list. 
Fraternally, 
George Loewen 
gjl047@gmail.com 
Community Director, Knights of Columbus 

E-Mail Communications 

 

Corporate Communion  

Masses 

 

September 18, 9:30 am Mass 

 

The Lighter Side 

Abraham, an Orthodox Jew, has a 13 year old son 
named Isaac. 
  
Isaac keeps getting sent home from school again 
for bad behavior. Abraham is at his wits end and 
doesn’t know what to do. He talks it over with his 
Catholic neighbor, Frank. 
  
“I don’t know what to do with him,” sighs Abra-
ham 
 
“Why don’t you send him to a strict Catholic 
school?” asks Frank. “Those nuns know how to 
deal with boys like Isaac.” 
  
Abraham is not thrilled with the idea of sending 
his Jewish son to a Catholic school, but none of 
the Jewish schools will take him because of his 
reputation as a trouble maker. So Abraham send 
sends Isaac to the Catholic school. 
  
After several months at Lady of Our Perpetual 
Help, there is no problem whatsoever. 
  
So Abraham asks Isaac, “Why is it that you now 
behave so well? 
  
“Well” says Isaac, “When I came there they 
showed me this Jewish boy on a cross and then I 
knew that with those nuns mean business.” IN A WORLD WHERE YOU CAN BE 

ANYTHING 
 

BE KIND 
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Knight’s Clothing 

Gentlemen: 
 
If you need any Knights’ clothing — polos, sweatshirts, 
tees and/or caps — please contact me at 
2kish@comcast.net or 586-466-4812. 
 
Joe Kish 

The Knight of the Month is selected by the Board of 
Officers, as a Knight who exemplifies in his daily life the 
principles of Catholic Life, and is instrumental to the 
success of our Council, Church and Community. 
 
The Knight of the Months for August:  Kurt Buhlinger.” 
 
The Family of the Month is selected by the Board of 
Officers as a Family who exemplifies the principles of 
the Catholic Family  Life and who contributes to the 
success of our Council, Church and Community. 
 
The Family of the Month for August:   “Jim & Joanne 
Daris Family.”   In recognition of their outstanding ser-
vice to the Parish. 

Knight of the Month and 

Family of the Month 

 

 

Motions Passed 

Motions passed at the July Meeting 
 

•  $500 for religious education items 
•  $500 for religious education items 

Our State Motto  
for 2020/2022 

 
“Rise Up and Answer the Call” 

A Prayer 

For Our Country 

 O Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy, 
at this most critical time, we entrust the United States 
of America to your loving care. 
 
 Most Holy Mother, we beg you to reclaim this 
land for the glory of your Son.  Overwhelmed with the 
burden of the sins of our nation, we cry to you from the 
depths of our hearts and seek refuge in your motherly 
protection. 
 
 Look down with mercy upon us and touch the 
hearts of our people.  Open our minds to the great 
worth of human life and to the responsibilities that ac-
company human freedom. 
 
 Free us from the falsehoods that lead to the 
evil of abortion and threaten the sanctity of family life.  
Grant our country the wisdom to proclaim that God’s 
law is the foundation on which this nation was found-
ed, and that He alone is the True Source of our cher-
ished rights to life,  liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
 
 O Merciful Mother, give us the courage to re-
ject the culture of death and the strength to build a 
new Culture of Life. AMEN 



PAGE  4 

 

Life Insurance 

Awareness Month 

September is Life Insurance Awareness Month.  It’s the one month 

each year that the life insurance industry coordinates a campaign 

aimed at educating folks about the importance of life insurance and 

helping them get the coverage they need.  I don’t want to bore you 

with lots of statistics, but a recent survey from LIMRA (Life Insur-

ance Marketing Research Association) found that only 59% of Amer-

icans own life insurance and about half of those are underinsured. 

(Although this report didn’t say it, I’ve got to think these percent-

ages are pretty much the same in Canada.) So that means that 70% 

of the population either has no life insurance or has too little life 

insurance. 

So, what does that have to do with the Knights? The historian, Chris-

topher Kauffman, spent several years at the Supreme Office and at 

the Museum, researching the book that he wrote on the 100th anni-

versary of our founding.  That book, Faith and Fraternalism, notes 

on page 13, “…he [Fr. McGivney] was deeply interested in pursuing 

the topic of a Catholic fraternal insurance society among groups of 

Catholic laymen of New Haven.” Then on page 35 Mr. Kauffman 

goes on, “…he [Fr. McGivney again] spent his energy in promoting 

the insurance feature…his emphasis on business was his pastoral 

concern for the social and financial security of the family.” 

Fr. McGivney lived both the social and the financial insecurity of a 

desperate family, with the breadwinner suddenly taken, that had to 

be supported.  He left the seminary to work and support his mother 

and siblings.  He didn’t want other Catholic families to find them-

selves in such a predicament. That, and uniting men of faith, was 

the impetus for establishing our Order.  Everyone who joined in 

those first years was insured; that was part and parcel of being in 

the organization.  Now every member has a choice and every mem-

ber should know what we do, and how we do it.  Here’s the process 

I use when I meet with families:  

1. Discover – Identify & prioritize your financial goals  

2. Gather Data – Collect facts & figures based on your 

current situation 

3. Analyze – Input data, run calculations, identify shortfalls 

4. Recommend – Propose a financial strategy designed to 

satisfy your goals 

5. Implement – Choose a financial strategy and implement 

6. Periodic Review – Review regularly, measure success, 

make adjustments 

As you can tell, this is a painless process.  But it can help any family, 

at any age, determine if they have blind spots in their coverage. It 

can help you avoid the pain of being underinsured. With the variety 

of life insurance products we offer, we can help just about any per-

son within any budget.  

 

 

I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to buy life insurance…I want to 

buy what life insurance provides: no change in lifestyle for the survivors…

in the house where they want to be.  It’ll pay for a daughter’s wedding, a 

child’s college education and much more. What does life insurance pro-

vide? Peace of mind, security, freedom from anxiety, a safeguard from 

the unknown. 

That’s where I can help. 

 

O God, our hope and refuge, 
in our distress we come quickly to you. 
Shock and horror of that tragic day have subsided, 
replaced now with an emptiness, 
a longing for an innocence lost. 

We come remembering those who lost their lives 
in New York, Washington D.C., and Pennsylvania. 

We are mindful of the sacrifice of public servants 
who demonstrated the greatest love of all 
by laying down their lives for friends. 
We commit their souls to your eternal care 
and celebrate their gifts to a fallen humanity. 

We come remembering 
and we come in hope, 
not in ourselves, but in you. 

As foundations we once thought secure have been shaken, 
we are reminded of the illusion of security. 

In commemorating this tragedy, 
we give you thanks for your presence 
in our time of need 
and we seek to worship you in Spirit and in truth, 
our guide and our guardian. Amen. 

 

 A Prayer for the Anniversary of 

9/11 
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St Thecla Parish (Cinton Twp) 

Saturday, September 10, 2022 

9:00 am 

 

Our Lady of the Lakes Parish (Waterford) 

Tuesday, September 13, 2022 

6:00 pm 

 

Immaculate Conception Parish (Ira Twp) 

Wednesday, September 14, 2022 

6:00 pm 

 

Holy Family Regional Middle School (Rochester Hills) 

Wednesday, September 14, 2022 

6:00 pm 

 

St Regis Parish (Bloomfield Hills) 

Thursday, September 14, 2022 

6:30 pm 

 

Sacred Heart Major Seminary (Detroit) 

Friday, September 16, 2022 

1:00 pm 

 

Solanus Casey Center (Detroit) 

Saturday, September 17, 2022 

10:00 am 

 

St Therese of Lisieux Parish (Shelby Twp) 

Wednesday, September 21, 2022 

6:00 pm 

 

St John Neumann Parish (Canton) 

Wednesday, September 21, 2022 

6:00 pm 

 

St Patrick Parish (White Lake) 

Sunday, September 25, 2022 

1:00 pm 

 

St Mary Parish (Port Huron) 

Wednesday, October 5, 2022 

5:30 pm 

 

S James Parish (Novi) 

Wednesday, October 5, 2022 

6:00 pm 

 

St Paul on the Lake Parish (Grosse Pointe Farms) 

Thursday, October 6, 2022 

6:00 pm 

 

Guardian Angels Parish (Clawson) 

Saturday, October 8, 2022 

9:00 am 

 

St John Vianney Parish (Shelby Twp) 

Saturday, October 29, 2022 

9:00 am 

 

Protecting God’s Children The Apostles Creed 

I, your name, Believe in,       MY 22  
1.     God 
2.     The Father Almighty 
3.     Creator of Heaven and Earth 
4.     And in Jesus Christ 
5.     His only Son, Our Lord 
6.     Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
7.     Born of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8.     Suffered under Pontus Pilate 
9.     Was Crucified 
10.     Died 
11.     And was buried 
12.     He descended into Hell 
13.     And on the third day He rose again 
14.     He ascended into Heaven 
15.     And is seated at the right hand of the Father 
16.     From where He will come again to judge the                                       

 living and the dead 
17.     I believe in the Holy Spirit 
18.     The Holy Catholic Church 
19.     The communion of Saints 
20.    The forgiveness of sins 
21.      The resurrection of the dead 
22.     And life everlasting  

    AMEN!!!!!!! 

 

Vets Returning Home 

 

Vets Retuning Home will open a Resale store by 
June 1, 2022.  They will accept clean clothing of all 
kinds (including children’s clothing), furniture, 
housewares, kitchenware, bathroom accessories 
and large appliances.  Appliance donations will be 
reviewed for need. 
 
The Resale Store is located at 29523 Gratiot in Ro-
seville about a mile north of their office location.  
Their telephone number is 586-285-5606, and their 
office location is 17955 E Eleven Mile (on the cor-
ner of Gratiot next to COSTCO). 
 
Thanks, 
 
Phil Kwasny 
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Calendar of Events 

 
September 

8   6:30 Meal  General Membership Meeting  
   7:30 Meeting 
18   9:30 am Mass  Corporate Communion  
22   7:00 pm Start  Council Planning Meeting  
 
 

October 
xx   8:00 am  Road cleanup  
13   6:30 pm Meal  General Membership Meeting   
   7:30 pm Meeting 
16      Pancake Breakfast 
16-22      Icon at our parish 
23      Trunk or Treat 
27   7:00 pm Start  Council Planning Meeting  

 

Career Opportunity: 
 
The Knights of Columbus is seeking a Field Agent for a career opportunity representing their insurance program.  They 
offer a complete benefits package with this full-time position.  In order to qualify, one must be eligible for membership 
in the Knights of Columbus. See the new Supreme Council website for career opportunity: http://kofc.org/careers . For 
more information, please contact, Don M. Wesley FICF, General Agent, at 888-393-7539, or don.wesley@kofc.org   

http://kofc.org/careers
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Happy Birthday!! 

Claudia Arnold    September 9 
Matthew Magnotte    September 9 
Michael Greschak    September 11 
Thomas Hayes    September 12 
Chris Gapczynski    September 13 
Andrew Wise    September 13 
Carl Catanese    September 16 
Paul Young    September 18 
Eric Sienkiewicz    September 19 
Ted Czarny    September 20 
Phillip Kwasny    September 20 
Brandon Lewandowski   September 21 
Daniel Finn    September 24 
Robert Anderson    September 24 
Michael Burke    September 27 
Gregory Bendzinski    September 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you’d like to see your birthday posted, please send an e-mail to 
Chris Gapczynski at spotknights11689@gmail.com, or call at 586-
263-5942. 

Carol Alexander   SK Henry Leflere 
Scott Allen   Peggy Lewis 
BK Dr Rob Amsler   BK Chuck Loewen 
Kevin Bondra   Sk Chuck Luce 
Janice Burda   Diana MacArthur 
Stanley Chmiela   Leanne Mackay 
Connie Colosimo   BK John Minicuci 
BK Ralph Colosimo  Patty Morgan 
Grant Crater   BK Edmund Nowak 
Barbara Csernai   Christopher Okerhjelm 
Jim Daniel   Daniel Okerhjelm 
BK Paul DeMetsenare  Patricia Okerhjelm 
Micheal Denomme  Mike Parker 
Del DiFalco   BK Bob Pastrick 
Claudia Dombrowski  Maryann Pearson 
Rose Donofrio   Ed Peoples 
Christine Gapczynski  Judy Perreau 
Jill Gapczynski   BK Geno Pirrami 
Sk Angelo Garavaglia  Justin Pletsch 
Janet Gennani   Esther Robidou 
Renee Gray   Larry Rosso 
Sandy Grobbel   Mary Rosso 
Christopher Hageman  Joanne Smail 
Brandon Hale   PGK Karl Sziisz 
Kevin Heatwole   William Szypa 
BK Mike Hoste   Gary Tarbuck 
Beth Hund   Jim Tarbuck 
Sue Hund   Laura Thomson 
Dan Jacks   Bob Williams 
Devin Kehoe   Lynn Williams 
SK Kevin Kennedy  BK Dave Wisneski 
Nancy Koldenkamp  Deacon Ed Wilson 
Ron Krawsowski   Barney Young 
Janice Krygowski   BK Perry Young 
Patricia Labadie 

For the Good of the  

Order 
Please keep the Knights,  

Relatives or Acquaintances of 

Knights below in your prayers. 

Ralph & Connie Colosimo  September 3 
Robert & Paula Tusset   September 9 
Vito & Patricia Guzzardo  September 10 
James & Valerie Cosgrove  September 15 
Mike & Charlene Wojtaszek  September 15 
Joseph & JoAnn Phillips  September 21 
Mike & Cindy Essad   September 29 
Raymond & Sheryl Ignatowski September 29 
 
 
 
 
If you’d like to see your anniversary posted, please send an 
e-mail to Chris Gapczynski at spot-
knights11689@gmail.com, or call at 586-263-5942. 

 

Happy Anniversary!! 

mailto:spotknights1168@gmail.com
mailto:spotknights1168@gmail.com
mailto:spotknights1168@gmail.com
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Please Remember  

our Beloved  

Deceased Brother Knights 

Carl A. Owen    March 5, 1997 
Frank C. Kava    October 3, 1998 
Chester E. Raszkowski   August 8, 2000 
Robert A Post    August 1, 2001 
Martin W. Rosenau   September 24, 2001 
Julius T. Abraham    October 8, 2001 
Clemente Truden    December 7, 2001 
Walter W. Kawka    December 25, 2002 
James P. Koss    May 4, 2003 
Dominic Morello    March 12, 2005 
John P. Banas    April 16, 2005 
Catan W. Bernardo    June 13, 2006 
Robert W. Majkowski   June 28, 2006 
Alfonso Carvajal    March 11, 2007 
Brian R. McGinnis    October 24, 2007 
Arthur J. Hug    January 17, 2008 
James Bischoff    February 11, 2008 
Russell J. Licovoli    April 2, 2008 
Donald Lynch    May 1, 2008 
Joseph Anthonucci    November 18, 2008 
John Billotti    May 20, 2009 
Morris Demetsenare   July 9, 2009 
Conrad Leder    September 5, 2009 
Joseph T. Frontera    September 7, 2009 
Gary Golec    April 4, 2010 
Walter Baumgart    August 15, 2010 
Robert Serafino    January 16, 2012 
Guy Serafino    March 7, 2012 
Thomas Saura    April 3, 2012 
Frank Gaal    January 12, 2012 
William Carron    July 8, 2012 
Gregory Kropidlowski   May 11, 2014 
Vincent McInnes    August 16, 2014 
Joseph Ricard    September 22, 2014 
Albert Johnson    January 22, 2015 
Joseph Godell    February 5, 2015 
Raymond Dawson    February 25, 2015 
Michael J. Francis    February 28, 2015 
Donald Duff    July 30, 2015 
Harold Patterson    October 20, 2015 
William Galbraith    November 22, 2015 
Donald Badowski    March 16, 2016 
Fr. Louis Grandpre    February 20, 2016 
John Marotta    March 26, 2016 
Ralph Labadie    March 27, 2016 
Reginald Topolewski   June 28, 2016 
James Kaza    September 26, 2016 
John Russo    March 15, 2017 
Ed Marcinkowski    August 30, 2017 
Ross Vizzaccerro    September 6, 2017 
Joseph Bono    September 28, 2017 
Bruno Belline    January 28, 2018 
James Lisuzzo    February 1, 2018 
Harry Motta    February 26, 2018 
Carl R. Maron    May 9, 2018 
Ken Dombrowski    June 8, 2018 
William F. Gowland   August 31, 2018 

Thomas Hayes    September 9, 2018 
Anthony Valentine    September 16, 2018 
Lawrence Novak    November 19, 2018 
Joseph Roehrig    January 8, 2019 
Joseph Marheineke   January 10, 2019 
Giuseppe Riera    January 21, 2019 
Clarence Gajewski    February 3, 2019 
Paul Ross     May 25, 2019 
George Trapp II    July 14, 2019 
Neil Norat    November 25, 2019 
Ben Candela    December 27, 2019 
Robert C. (Chuck) Lomasney   May 15, 2020  
Alton Obrecht    August 17, 2020 
Joseph Hopersberger   August 19, 2020 
Leon Eggers    November 18, 2020 
Guido Fracassa    January 19, 2021  
Ronald Serefino    November 22, 2021 
Donald Szlezyngier    March 10, 2022 
George Francis    March 19, 2022 
Natalino DiFalco    April 21, 2022 
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Officers of S.P.O.T. 

K of C Council #11689 

District Deputy Dan Nowakowski 586-722-8225 

District Warden Ed Perkins 
Harry Barriger 

586-940-0148 
810-488-2724 

Chaplain Fr. Jerry Slowinski 586-228-1210 

Grand Knight Tom Gray 586-265-9885 

Deputy Grand 
Knight 

Kevin Kennedy 586-206-0150 

Chancellor Paul Parker 586-805-1120 

Financial George Sakorafos 586-610-3576 

Recorder Vince Ursini 248-635-4366 

Treasurer Ray Coughlin  586-980-4483 

Warden Tony Guido 586-201-4409 

Inside Guard Stan Labuda 586-286--1038 

Outside Guard Joe Kish 586-822-4109 

1 Yr Trustee      PGK Mike Hartel 586-263-0544 

2 Yr Trustee      Rick Okerhjelm 586-469-2996 

3 Yr Trustee       Kurt Buhlinger 810-794-0833 

Advocate Ken Krause 586-263-7115 

Lecturer Frank Burda 828-400-1816 

Program Director Mike Hartel 586-263-0544 

Church     Rich Okerhjelm 586-469-2996 

Community PGK George Loewen 586-731-5299 

Council     Gary Skarb 586-612-3329 

Family      Ron Marrese 586-481-1168 

Youth       PGK Art Krygowski 586-322-9411 

Membership         Phil Mularski 586-876-9060 

Field Agent Dale Jacks 586-419-0276 

Vocations PCGK & FDD Jeff Gapczynski 586-337-5942 

Pro-Life 
Chairman 

Sal Ales 
Leon Berdy 

586-263-3483 
586-201-1990 

Communications Phil Kwasny 586-469-1997 

Webmaster Ken Dudley 586-553-2007 

Our Council newsletter is now available on-line on the St. Paul of Tarsus 
Parish website, www.stpauloftarsus.com. 
 
Anyone who wishes to receive their newsletter via the Internet instead of by 
regular mail should contact Chris Gapczynski at 586-263-5942 or at spot-
knights11689@gmail.com. Doing so would save our Council a great deal of 
money for printing and postage. 

To place articles in the newsletter contact: 
Chris Gapczynski at (586) 263-5942 or at  
spot knights11689@gmail.com 
Articles for the October newsletter must be submitted by no later than  
September 22, 2022. 

K of  Supreme:  www.kofc.org 
 
K of C Michigan State Council:  www.mikofc.org 
 
Michigan District #1: www.michigan district1.com 
 
St. Paul of Tarsus:  www.stpauloftarsus.com 
 
SPOT Knights: www.spotknights.com 

We realize that when illness strikes, it may be difficult to 
attend our meetings.  Please let any member know if an-
other Brother Knight or his family should be added to our 
prayer list at each meeting. 
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